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TOURISM — CORONAVIRUS 

Statement by Minister for Tourism 

MR P. PAPALIA (Warnbro — Minister for Tourism) [9.06 am]: I rise to inform the house about how the 
McGowan government is responding to the impact of recent Australian bushfires and the coronavirus outbreak on 
Western Australia’s tourism economy. It has been a particularly rough start for 2020 for tourism operators not only 
in this state, also but nationwide. Initially, we encountered the devastating bushfires on the east coast and 
subsequent international media coverage, which has led to inaccurate perceptions that Western Australia is also 
decimated by fires, resulting in some cancellations and soft forward bookings, particularly in regional areas. 
Tourism WA was working on strategies to counter this effect when the global outbreak of coronavirus took hold, 
creating a substantial and widespread impediment to travel across the world. In recent weeks, many countries, 
including Australia, announced an immediate suspension of Chinese inbound flights. This announcement, together 
with decisions by several airlines to suspend flights into Australia for an extended period, has seen an immediate 
decline in visitor numbers and spend in Western Australia. 

The McGowan government recognises the devastating effect this drop in tourist numbers is having on many 
Western Australian businesses providing goods and services to our visitors, particularly those that focus on the 
Chinese inbound traveller. As a result, the government has announced funding totalling $4.85 million to be 
invested in domestic marketing campaigns to encourage visitors from the eastern states to visit Western Australia 
and residents to holiday at home and support local operators. Tourism WA has negotiated deals with travel partners 
and secured federal government support to have campaigns up and running as soon as possible to limit the effects 
the coronavirus outbreak has had on international travel. Opportunities to secure more conference and incentive 
travel events, encourage visits by cruise ships and undertake trade roadshows in international markets to promote 
the fact that WA is open for business are also being progressed. 

Given the anticipated decline in people travelling this year, the decision has been made to postpone delivery of 
a home-grown signature event that was originally scheduled for later this year. The inaugural event is now expected 
to take place in 2021 at an appropriate time when it can succeed and grow. Although the state’s tourism industry 
has been impacted by bushfires and the coronavirus, Western Australia is well placed to rebound with work well 
advanced on international and domestic marketing campaigns, and other activities to drive visitation, grow the 
economy and create jobs. 
 


	TOURISM — CORONAVIRUS
	Statement by Minister for Tourism


